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LYNETTE NEWBEY, HEADLIGHTS CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.52 pm]:  I put on record my support of Lynette Newbey’s campaign for 
vehicle headlights to be turned on for 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Lynette Newbey is a former Albany 
resident who has been working in the transport industry for 13 years and currently drives road trains throughout 
the north west.  She would like to see the law changed to make it compulsory to drive with daylight running 
lights or headlights turned on.  She proposes that the Australian design standards be changed to make it 
compulsory for vehicles to have daylight running lights fitted on domestically manufactured and imported 
vehicles.  She also seeks to have older vehicles retro-fitted and to also use headlights when driving at any time 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.  It is preferable that the cars be directly wired with headlight warning alarms 
to avoid the car’s battery from becoming flat. 

Even on sunny days on open country roads, approaching cars blend in with the road because of the trees that 
overshadow them.  Cars can appear darker than they are or blend into the distance.  Even lighter coloured cars 
appear darker in the distance.  Approaching headlights would be seen by oncoming drivers.  People do not 
always think carefully when driving and they take chances.  If the flash of an oncoming headlight were seen one, 
two or 10 kilometres away, fewer people would take risks.  On occasion people do not stop completely at stop 
signs; they approach them and only quickly glance to the right before they continue on.  If drivers saw headlights 
approaching them, even for a split second, they would come to a stop.  Winter always brings more danger to our 
roads due to the rainy, foggy or misty conditions.  The web site for “Be Seen: Lets Turn ‘em on 24/7” is 
www.healightson247.com. 
 


